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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  l<nowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 
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Say  T^hat  you  like  alDoiit  the  sorrows  of  nen,  most  of  us  wonen  have  experienced 
certain  tragedies  of  our  own  that  nen  just  don't  know  anything  ahout,     For  example, 
most  of  us  wonen  have  "been  through  the  tragedy  of  the  favorite  new  dress  ruined 
after  its  first  laundering — the  dress  with  a  color  that  ran  when  we  never  expected 
it  would.    Once  th^t  color  had  streaked  the  dress,  nothing  would  remedy  matters, 
fortimately ,  this  tragedy  was  much  more  common  some  years  ago  than  it  is  today, 
for  in  recent  times  manufacturers  have  made  an  effort  to  use  fast  dyes.  Also, 
many  of  us  hov^sekeepers  are  wiser  ahout  our  shopping  than  we  used  to  he,    A  good 
many  wise  women  never  "buy  a  piece  of  goods  for  a  wash  dress,  without  taking  home 
a  sample  first  and  trying  it  out  to  see  if  the  color  runs  in  water.    Just  a  case 
of  safety  first  to  save  future  trouhle.    Of  course,  when  you  "buy  ready-made  gar- 
ments this  testing  the  fabric  in  advance  isn't  possiole.      But  you  can  look  to  see 
if  the  dress  h-as  a  laoel  and  if  the  lahel  guarantees  the  color  as  fast.    Or  you  can 
ask  the  dealer.    He  may  give  you  his  word  that  the  dress  will  wash  satisfactorily. 
Anyw^,  whenever  you  shop  for  colored  wash  goods  or  wash  garments,  you'll  he  wise 
to  inquire  ahout  this  matter  of  fast  color  before  you  "buy. 

But  suppose  that  you  do_  find  yourself  with  a  wash  dress  that  iruns.     Can  you 
set  the  color?    Once  i:^on  a,  time  we  believed  that  we  could  set  certain  dyes  either 
with  salt  or  vinegar.    But  the  textile  specialists  now  shake  their  heads  at  the 
idea.    They  say  th-at  if  a  color  isn't  fast  to  begin  with,  neither  a  rinse  in  brine 
nor  in  vinegar  water  will  hold  it.    But  they  say  you  can  often  prevent  much  running 
by  washing  the  garment  in  cool  or  cold  water  and  by  washing  and  drying  it  so  fast 
that  the  dye  hardly  has  time  to  run. 

The  way  you  launder  ar^  garment  has  a  lot  to  do  with  saving  the  color.  If 
you  feel  a  bit  doubtful  about  that  red  cotton  print  or  that  yellow  linen  or  that 
figured  silk,  use  the  greatest  care  the  first  time  you  launder  it.    Make  a  thick 
suds  of  mild  soap  in  cool  water,    T7ash  quiclcly,  squeezing  out  the  dirt.     Then  rinse 
in  cool  water,    iTow  squeeze^out  every  bit  of  water  you  can.     Then  roll  the  dress 
between  Turkish  towels  for  a?minutes.    The  towels  will  absorb  the  moisture  quickly. 
Hang  the  dress  in  a  breeze  whore  it  will  dry  rapidly.    An  electric  fan  will  help. 
Of  course,  never  hang  colored  fabrics  in  the  sun.    press  with  a  warm  iron  as  soon 
as  the  mater isJ  5.s  dry  enough.    Sometimes  you  can  iron  the  dress  just  as  soon  as  you 
take  it  out  of  the  towels. 

How  some  of  the  "never s"  about  washing  clothes  with  colors  tha.t  tend  to  run. 
llever  sprinkle  and  roll  them  iip  for  ironing,    Uever  wash  them  in  hot  water,  Never 
let  them  soak  in  water,      Hever  hang  them  up  wet  enough  to  drip  and  streaJk.  By 
the  way,  here's  a  point  I  almost  forget  to  mention.     When  you  roll  the  dress  be- 
tween two  towels,  better  lay  a  third  towel  up  inside  to  keep  the  front  and  back 
sections  of  the  dress  from  coming  in  contact  and  possibly  staining  each  other. 
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Haste  doesn't  make  waste  in  washing  colored  garments.     In  fact,  speed  often 
saves  the  dress.     If  you  work  fast  eno"Ugh,  the  dye  won't  have  a  chance  to  do  nmch 
damage.    And  if  you  use  cold  water  for  washing,  you  won't  encourage  the  dye  to  start 
running. 

All  garments,  either  colored  or  white,  last  longer  and  launder  more  success- 
fully if  they  aren't  too  soiled  r^ihen  they  go  into  the  washtub.    Very  soiled  gar- 
ments take  a  lot  of  scrubhing,  a  lot  of  soap,  etc.    That  means  wear  on  the  fahric 
and  possible  damage  to  color.      Also  washing  very  soiled  garments  takes  time  and 
cuts  down  the  speed  of  laundering,  so  important  in  saving  color.    For  example,  if 
you  wash  Bohhy '  s  little  colored  play  suits  "before  they  get  too  soiled  or  stained, 
they'll  wash  easier  and  more  quickly,  they'll  last  longer,  and  they'll  keep  their 
looks  longer,     Tl'.e  same  holds  true  for  your  gingham  aprons  and  your  colored  house 
dresses  and  your  smocks.    The  same  holds  true  for  household  pieces,  like  sheets  and 
towels. 

If  you  want  proof,  ask  anyone  in  the  commercial  laundry  "business.  Laundries 
have  their  trou"bles  with  pieces  that  have  "become  too  soiled.    They  report  that  dish 
towels,  ready  for  the  laundry  anyway,  get  put  into  use  for  general  mopping  purposes 
in  the  kitchen.     Imagine  that]    And  they  report  that  some  people  use  soiled  napkins 
to  wipe  up  tahles  or  cutlery  hefore  sending  them  to  the  wash.    Yes,  and  in  hotels 
careless  guests  often  use  good  linen  svpply  towels  to  wipe  off  their  shoes.  Sno"ugh 
to  shock  any  thrifty  housekeeper!    It's  Just  this  extra  soil  that  means  short  life 
for  these  pieces.    The  laundry  has  to  use  drastic  methods  to  get  the  material  clean. 
And  that  soon  wears  it  out.    So  rememoer,  if  you  helieve  in  saving  fahrics,  don't 
use  a  good  towel  to  wipe  off  the  automo'bile  or  dust  the  piano  just  hecause  that 
towel  is  ready  to  go  to  the  wash  anyway.    And  don't  wipe  off  the  kitchen  tahle  with 
the  dish  towels,  just  "because  you  are  ahout  to  send  them  to  the  lavindry. 

And  don't  forget  that  cold  water  and  quick  work  may  prevent  tragedies  result- 
ing from  colored  clothes  that  run. 

Uext  week  we'll  discuss  some  more  fa'bric- saving  ideas,    Tomorrov?  we'll  talk 
atout  different  vays  to  use  your  garden  tomatoes. 


